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Welcome 
Welcome to the inaugural Nutrition Service Associates quarterly newsletter. This newsletter aims to 
provide readers with relevant information on current topics in the industry and provide updates on 
NSA’s recent projects. If you would like to see any additions to our newsletter or information on a 
particular topic please email Grace at gfreeman@nsaaust.com.au.   

Feedlot Cattle Lameness Workshop 

The Feedlot Cattle Lameness Workshop was held on the 6th and 7th of April. The workshop, held over 
two days, was hugely successful with participants having the opportunity to listen to industry leaders 
on a variety of lameness issues and how to best manage them. Day one saw participants engage in 
classroom presentations from Dr Connie Larson, Zinpro, and Dr Shane Terrell, Dr Kev Sullivan and Dr 
Tom Noffsinger, PAC, on topics including locomotion, anatomy, cattle handling and nutrition and their 

relationship with lameness. Day two was held at Brisbane Valley Feedlot and enabled participants to 
use knowledge gained from the classroom session into practice with interactive workshops.  
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We would like to thank everyone who attended and 
we hope these sessions helped attendees gain 

further knowledge into how to best manage and 
diagnose lameness in their yard. A big thank you to 
Brisbane Valley Feedlot for being so accommodating 
in allowing us to use the yard for the event and to Bell 
Vet Services and Zinpro for helping make this event 
possible.   

Nutrition Service Associates 



Antimicrobial resistance in humans is an 
international concern with around 750,000 deaths 
each year associated with antimicrobial resistance 
(O’Neill 2016). Australia has a very high use of 
prescription antibiotics in humans, with more than 
30 million scripts being filled in 2014 (Turnidge 
2015). It is estimated that if no major changes are 
implemented that by 2050 10 million deaths per 
year internationally will be directly related to 
antimicrobial resistance (O’Neill 2016). 

Concern about antimicrobial resistance was 
reignited in the early 1990’s when medical 
practitioners questioned the use of medically 
important antibiotics in animal feed as a possible 
contributing factor to the growing incidence of 
infections in humans due to VRE – Vancomycin 
Resistant Enterococci. To date the rise of 
antimicrobial resistance to crisis levels has 
become an international phenomena with food and 
retail companies publicly announcing their 
withdrawal of human related antibiotics in livestock 
production. These same companies have also 
supported the continued use of Non-Human 
Related antimicrobials to ensure food safety 
and animal welfare standards are not 
compromised.  

In Australia the AMRSC (Antimicrobial Resistance 
Steering Committee) has considered all 
antibacterial agents approved for use in humans 
and in veterinary medicine. This review concluded 
that the ionophores (e.g. monensin) and 
glycophospholipids (flavophospholipol) 
belonged to antibacterial drug classes not 
used in humans and therefore of low risk with 
continued use in animal production. All other 
feed antibacterials are now veterinary controlled, 
regulated by the Australian Veterinary Association 
Code of Practice on the prudent use of antibiotics 
in animal production. In light of these recent 
advancements in antibacterial classification the 
necessity of their inclusion must be warranted for 
therapeutic disease control over a minimum period 
of treatment.   

In the USA the CVM (Center of Veterinary 
Medicine) as a part of the FDA (Food and Drug 
Administration) classified all antimicrobials used in 
food producing animals as either medically 
important or not medically important. Similarly, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) has classified 
all antimicrobial classes and agents used in 
human medicine as critically important, highly 
important or important.  

In both the FDA/CVM and WHO reviews the 
glycophospholipids (flavophospholipol) and 
the ionophores are classified as not medically 
important, allowing continued safe use in food 
producing animals with little if any risk to 
public health.  

As of January 1st 2017 the US FDA will implement 
veterinary control on all human related 
antibacterial feed medications. These 
antibacterials will have claims for therapeutic 
treatment only. This change will limit the market 
potential of animals treated with these restricted 
medications. 

This in turn will affect the Australian beef cattle 
export industry as the US food companies non-
human related antibiotic policy will be in effect.  

It is important to recognise the health and welfare 
of Australian cattle can continue to be supported 
by the safe use of both flavophospholipol and 
monensin into the future without compromising 
public health. It is also critical that veterinarians, 
animal nutritionists, university academics, 
government officials, stock feed companies, 
producers, meat processors and industry 
associations, all play a vital role in the education of 
the public about the most appropriate use of 
antimicrobials. 

The decision to include flavophospholipol or 
monensin in animal production programs can be 
made with confidence and the knowledge that 
these products pose low or no risk to human 
health.  

AMRSC Importance Ratings and Summary of 
Antibacterial Uses in Humans in Australia, July 
2014 

Review on Antimicrobial Resistance. Tackling drug
-resistant infections globally. Final report and 
recommendations (O'Neill) May 2016 

AMRSC Importance Ratings 

 

Peter Doyle, Nutriment Health 

Not Rated 
Lowest Risk 

flavophospholipol, ionophores 

Low to Medi-
um 

Intermediate 
Risk 

Penicillins, 2G cephalosporins, 
tetracyclines, sulfonamdies, ami-
noglycosides, macrolides (e.g. 
tylosin, tilmicosin), bacitracin 

High 
Highest Risk 

3G cephalosporins (e.g. ceftio-
fur), streptogramins (e.g. vir-
giniamycin), fluoroquinolones 

Lowest Risk – Animal Only Feed Antimicrobials 
for Cattle 



Benchmarking Database 

The NSA Benchmark is off and running.  We want to wish a special thank you to all of 
those clients who patiently helped NSA re-engage the benchmarking process.  As of 
August we will be providing monthly benchmark reports allowing clients to track 
performance with regional averages.  The monthly closeout benchmark will also separate 
cattle by harvest class and by HGP status.  

Feeding pregnant heifers in the feedlot can cause 
a wide array of problems. Feedlot performance is 
greatly reduced as a result of pregnancy and the 
complications associated with it. It is estimated 
that it costs in excess of $150/head to feed 
pregnant heifers because of energy diverted to 
foetal growth rather than weight gain. There are 
also many animal health, welfare and public 
perception concerns associated with these 
pregnancies.  

Economic losses associated with feedlot 
pregnancy include: 

 Increased cost of gain 

 Decreased feed efficiency 

 Increased labour requirements due to calving 
and health complications 

 Increased medicine costs 

 A decrease in dressing percentage and 
deductions at slaughter 

 Increase in death loss. 

The prevalence of pregnancy in the feedlot is 
variable and depends on a variety of factors such 
as season, cattle source and industry trends.  

There are many management strategies that can 
be implemented in the feedlot to reduce these 
losses. Regardless of the type of cattle you are 

feeding, it is recommended that pregnancy 
testing is conducted upon arrival into the feedlot. 
It is not until pregnancy rate approaches 0% that 
doing nothing is the most economical option. 
Possible management strategies include: 

 Rejection upon entry if pregnant 

 Only purchase certified empty heifers and/or 
implement penalties for pregnant females 

 Sell pregnant heifers  

 Feed in separate pens and monitor 

 Pasture feed 

 Abort pregnant heifers 

 Use of a strict Prostaglandin program if 
animals are  in ownership prior to feedlot 
entry 

It is not recommended to mass treat animals with 
prostaglandin upon entry to the feedlot due to its 
effectiveness rapidly reducing after 3 months 
gestation.  

With a well thought out management strategy, it 
is possible to eliminate many of the problems 
associated with pregnancy in the feedlot and 
ensure minimal economic loss. 

Grace Freeman 

A full report will be available on our website.   

Managing 
Pregnant 
Heifers 
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BeefEx 2016 
BeefEx 2016 will be held from the 11th to 13th of October at the 
RACV Royal Pines Resort on the Gold Coast. BeefEx is the 
Australian Lot Feeders Association’s bi-annual event showcasing 
the grain-fed beef industry. It gives delegates the opportunity to 
hear from industry leaders on current topics in the industry and 
the opportunity to network with industry suppliers and other grain-
fed producers.  

This years conference topics include: 

 The Global Meat Game – what is going on and where? 

 Investing in Australian Agriculture 

 The Politics of Food 

 Industry Structure 

 On the Domestic Front 

 Other Industry Case Studies 

 

There will be social functions including a golf tournament and gala 
dinner along with a trade exhibition running in conjunction with the 
conference.  

 

More information along with details for registration and 
accommodation can be found at  
http://www.beefexconference.com.au/.  
 

Photo Competition  

Send us your best feedlot photos for your chance to win 
a trip to BeefEx! 

Nutriment health would like to offer one lucky client sponsorship 
for registration and accommodation. For a chance to win, send us 
your best feedlot photos! These photos will be displayed on our 
website with the entries closing on August 1st and winner being 
announced on August 15th. 

Send your entries to Grace at gfreeman@nsaaust.com.au 

Good Luck! 

 


